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MEMORANDUM ron » Hartman

nterdepartmental Group

tment of State N

'SUBJECT -
o : East-West German Trade

1. The enclosed memorandum reviews the changing
role of economic and political factors in East-West

" encouraged interzonal trade in order to facilitate the
" reunification of Germany; and East Germanhy consented

in short supply in the Communist countries.
: - 2. West Germany continues to make economic
i, concessions to East- Germany in order to preserve
" contact with the "other" Germany, as a part of the.
'broader West German effort to .cultivate markets in
Eastern Europe., ..No longer as dependent on West .
‘German steel and chemicals, East Germany has tended
“to stiffen its political demands in an effort to
convert the present. interzonal arrangements into : . -
~;'government-to-government ‘trade agreements, which would
- ‘recognize at least the de tacto independence of East :
o Germany.
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Economic and Political Factors in:'"”

" German trade. Shortly after World War II, West Germanb

“{n.order to obtain essential raw materials that were. .
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